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6th - 8th Grades

Timeline for
Implementation

Understanding
Standards
Referenced
Grading

Grades must have meaning.
Students must have multiple
opportunities to demonstrate their
understanding based on feedback.
Academic indicators should be
reported separately from
extraneous factors 

- Ian Beatty (2013)

3 Principles
of SRG



Student has exceeded the grade-level
expectations taught for that standard

Student has reached or mastered grade-
level expectations taught for that standard

Student is working towards proficiency
with steady progress toward the grade-
level standard

Student is working towards proficiency
with limited progress toward the grade-
level standard

Student understanding or skill not
demonstrated.
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Performance descriptors:

What is
mastery?

Elementary teachers are using
proficiency scales developed at the
district level to plan and measure
student progress toward learning
targets in all content areas. Proficiency
scales are consistent 0-4 point grading
scales with performance indicators,
allowing the teacher to better track a
student's progress on what they are
learning and if they have mastered the
content. 

Students have mastered content
when they demonstrate a
thorough understanding as
evidenced by doing something
substantive with the content
beyond merely echoing it.
Anyone can repeat information;
it’s the masterful student who
can break content into its
component pieces, explain it and
alternative perspectives
regarding it cogently to others,
and use it purposefully in new
situations." 

- Rick Wormeli (2006)

The Need for
Change
Assessments and grades are two
ways we provide feedback on
student performance. We believe
grades should reflect the
proficiency of a student in relation
to a specific standard. This
reporting system will benefit
students, teachers, and families. It
will allow students to be more
aware of what is expected of them.
It will provide families with a more
detailed outline of the expectations
in each of the major academic
areas. Standards-based learning
supports student’s knowledge by
focusing on demonstrated
proficiency and providing
enrichment and intervention as
needed. 

Standards-referenced

grading focuses on

reporting what

students have learned

and are able to do. 


