
TO: Principals, Teachers, Parents, Students, and other Educators:

Catholic educators are called to educate the whole child by providing an excellent education rooted in
Gospel values. The National Standards and Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary and
Secondary Schools states in Standard 8: An excellent Catholic school uses school-wide assessment
methods and practices to document student learning and program effectiveness, to make student
performances transparent, and to inform the continuous review of curriculum and the improvement of
instructional practices. Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Portland have been studying this standard
for more effective implementation in schools.

When studying to become a teacher, assessment and grading are important, but do not always equate
learning and outcomes. When teachers work with students, they want to know what students know and
how students can apply what they know in real world situations or in life. Teachers want students to be
able to assess themselves and understand where they need to grow and to be excited about their learning.
Traditional grading has included many pieces including tests, papers, projects, homework turned in, and
a smattering of point gathering. A letter grade does not often lend itself to the level of understanding or
knowledge that a student has or their ability to transfer their knowledge to a given situation.

Often a parent may ask a child about their grades and there is confusion or lack of meaning behind the
grade. Schools in the Archdiocese of Portland have been working towards standards-based learning and
grading for several years and are poised to begin formally tying assessment to learning through
standards-based grading. Catholic schools have worked from standards for over 25 years. Subject area
standards are reviewed annually on a rotating basis. Within the last few years subject area priority
standards have been identified and during the last two years teacher teams have worked to develop
proficiency standards under the direction of the Archdiocesan curriculum committee. I am excited that
teachers will be able to clearly communicate with students and parents about student learning and
progress in each subject area.

Students and parents will receive timely information on assessment as students learn new material, learn
about new ideas, and explore new topics. Students and parents will continue to receive information on
student behaviors, habits, and practices, but it will be in addition to assessment of understanding and
transfer of learning. Each child is created in God’s image and likeness, and each has special gifts. The
elementary schools in the Archdiocese would like to honor those gifts by assessing students in a manner
that gives accurate information and encourages students to continue to grow, and to seek truth, beauty,
and goodness.

Please know that we will continue to collaborate with parents as the first educators and work towards
bettering ourselves as Catholic faith institutions and centers of learning.

Christ’s Peace-Jeannie Ray-Timoney
Jeannie Ray-Timoney, Ed.D., Superintendent of Catholic Schools
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